
SOMERTON COMMUNITY PLAN 
2017  (First Draft only) 

Somerton – a small town with a big heart. 

We are Proud of Somerton because it is: 

Theme A   A Wonderful Place to Live 

Theme B   A Town with a Bright Future 

Theme C   A Great Place to Visit 



SOMERTON – Then and Now 

Somerton is a growing market town with, currently, some 5000 

inhabitants but with plans to grow that number to 6000 in the next few 

years. 

Somerton, the old county town of Somerset, is still very much at the 

heart of the county. Nearby are the ancient sites of the Romano-British 

people who, like the present day population, found it a delightful place in 

which to settle, raise their families and ply their trade.  It was used to 

seeing judges on circuit arrive at the county court; it heard the tramp of 

the warring factions in the English Civil War and the 1685 Monmouth 

rebellion.  Moving on it became a centre of travel in the heyday of the 

stagecoach and throughout it all has been surrounded by cider orchards, 

woodland and green pasture. 

Somerton in the 1850’s boasted a large selection of trades including 

carpenters, chemists, grocers, solicitors, tailors, wheelwrights and saddle 

makers. In addition Somerton was chosen as the first built up 

conservation area for the county. 

Somerton has retained its character with many buildings of interest 

including the Buttercross, St Michaels Church, the Town Hall, the 

Almshouses and many other beautiful houses all built in the local stone.  

In addition there are some remarkable shops, cafes and restaurants, 

small by city standards but carrying an outstanding range of local, 

national and international quality products, providing a personal service 

that makes shopping and eating in the town a pleasure. 

Somerton has a vibrant and active community which is growing. It is a 

great place to live, to visit and to use as a base to explore the beautiful 

Somerset countryside from the Mendips to the Quantocks to Exmoor to 

the North Somerset coast. 

Somerton – A Small Town with a Great Heart 



Introduction 

The draft Somerton Community Plan has been put together by members 

of the community working as a Steering Group, based on the extensive 

feedback and suggestions/ideas gathered from a number of public 

meetings and consultation exercises.  The aim is to give local people the 

opportunity to have input into the way Somerton will grow and change in 

the coming years. 

The plan will include a number of subjects including housing, business 

opportunities, community facilities, transport, heritage and the natural 

environment together with thoughts about maintaining and improving the 

quality of life for our residents. It will also include ideas for projects and 

improvements that the community can take forward in the coming years 

with the support of external funding where possible. 

The plan will run until 2022 and will, hopefully, provide the basis for a 

longer term plan, which is why planning for the younger generation is as 

important as the lifetime needs of the community as a whole. 

The plan is presented as in draft form and is distributed on-line to the 

appropriate organisations and statutory bodies. It will also be available to 

read on the following websites:- 

 www.somertontowncouncil.gov.uk

 www.somerton.co.uk

 www.somertonsentinel.co.uk

So that as wide a feedback as possible is obtained. 

YOUR VIEWS ARE IMPORTANT!  Feedback can be returned by e-mail to 

somerton5ycp@gmail.com  or by using the blank page found at the end of 

this Draft Plan in the following locations: - 

 The Library

 Williams supermarket

 The Post Office,

 Buttercross Surgery,

 STC Office at Edgar Hall.

DEADLINE for ALL FEEDBACK is midnight on FRIDAY AUGUST 18TH 

http://www.somertontowncouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.somerton.co.uk/
http://www.somertonsentinel.co.uk/
mailto:somerton5ycp@gmail.com
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The CONTENTS of the PLAN have been presented in a 

table of 9 sections within the 3 Themes as follows: 

 Column 1 – Key Issues raised by feedback

 

 Column 2 – Issues achieved or in progress 

 

 Column 3 (over page) – Aspirational ideas to consider over next 5 

years / Issues which are not achievable at the present time (who is 

responsible) 

 

 Column 4 (over page) – Key actions to take forward and research 

 

THEME A – A Wonderful Place to LIVE 

1. Improve Community Facilities

2. Improve Facilities for Younger Members of the Community

3. Green Spaces

4. Getting around Somerton

THEME B – A Town with a bright FUTURE 

1. Housing and Development

2. Business

3. Sports and Leisure

THEME C – A Great Place to VISIT 

1. More Events and things to do in Somerton

2. Tourism and Retail Therapy.



THEME A - A wonderful place to LIVE – 1.IMPROVE COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in progress 
Making the town as attractive 
as possible 

• Increasing summer
decorations with flower
displays, more bunting

• Softening impact of
tarmac areas with
appropriate landscaping.
(see also Theme C – Visit))

• Excellent Christmas Lights display
• Hanging baskets in Brunel Precinct and

other areas
• Lovely tubs of flowers in Market Square

(thanks to local resident)
• Regular street cleaning and litter picks.
• Summer bunting for Arts Festival
• Flags to celebrate national occasions like

the Jubilee.
Making Public Spaces and 
parking Accessible 

• Consider an ‘Accessible
Playground’

• Play equipment for
children with particular
needs

• Access to some play areas
difficult for wheelchair
users

• Access to Town Centre
for Special Events for
disabled visitors

• Increased Disabled parking spaces now
available in and around Market Square and
new car parks

• Increased parking at Recreation Ground
now available for match days.



THEME A - A wonderful place to LIVE – 1.IMPROVE COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Aspirational ideas to consider 
over next 5 yrs/Issues which 
are not achievable at the 
present time (who is 
responsible) 

Key Actions and Project Ideas to take forward 
and research 

• There were hanging
baskets some years ago
along West Street but
watering was a problem
and it was discontinued –
revisit with
retailers/SBTA/STC?

. 

• Liaise with SBTA and local retailers to
extend floral displays/hanging baskets

• Involve the Youth and others in the
Community with Litter Picking – ideas to
make it fun?!!

• Possible bunting competitions with
schools/young people?

• Research better lighting
in Town Centre for evening
events – Highways SCC &
STC

• Discuss possibility of
accessible play equipment
with STC Land & Property
Committee?

• Visit Dorset West Bay Accessible
Playground for ideas/contacts, apparently
accessible for All = 0 – 90yrs?

• Suggest Research into possibility of
improving play facilities for the less able of
all ages to present to STC for
consideration?

Accessible Health Services 
for Residents. 

• Setting up a possible
transport system for
patients to get to
Health Centres and
Hospitals for
appointments / support
currently being
investigated by the
Buttercross Health
Centre

• Work with BHC ( Buttercross Health
Centre), Link and STC to develop these
opportunities.

• Letting Buttercross Health Centre have a
page a month in Viaduct to keep residents
up to date with developments

• Research in progress by STC to install AED
(Defibrillator) within Market Square area
for public access.



THEME A – a wonderful place to LIVE – 2.IMPROVE FACILITIES FOR YOUNGER 
MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY  

Key Issues from Feedback Issues Achieved so far or in Progress 
 Facilities 

• Current play areas & Skate Park much
appreciated

• Support needed for proposed new
school

• Protect the existing Sports field and
Club

• Could Sports Club be used for youth
facilities eg skittles etc?

• Have a proper dialogue with youth to
understand their needs (2 comments)

• Reconsider provision of part-time
professional youth worker

• Activities to encourage all age mix to
foster mutual respect and
understanding

• Move Scout hut nearer community
facilities

• More youth based sports facilities
requested eg outdoor gym  – see
Theme B – sports and leisure

• 2 Schools now amalgamated
• Use of social media as means of

communication being investigated by P
& C Committee as project for this
year (2 comments)

• ArchiesXtra weekly project beside
the MUGA for 11 – 18yr olds

• Wessex Junior Youth Club in Wessex
Rooms

• 2 Church led Youth Clubs – St Cleers
and Life Church – 2 age ranges.

• Scouts, Guides, Rainbows and
Brownies etc

• Junior football, rugby and Tennis etc
• Several Toddler and Mother and Baby

groups available
• Owlets Pre-School and Acorns

Nursery for under 5’s provision.

Activities 
• Involve young people in fund-raising
• Could a Forum for discussion/ideas be

provided for our young people?

• Encourage youth activities/ ideas to
get adults and children to mix – Love
Somerton

• 2 Play Days – Junior and Senior - are
planned on the Recreation Ground for
this summer with SSDC provision and
a grant from STC

Events 
• Could we have Skate Park

competitions?
• Involve young people in litter-picking

events.
• Reinstate a Senior Youth facilities

such as Disco for up to 16yrs, table
tennis, book club etc

• Play Days as above
• Arts Festival Fun Day



THEME A – a wonderful place to LIVE – 2.IMPROVE FACILITIES FOR YOUNGER 
MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY 

Aspirational ideas for consideration over 
next 5 yrs / 
Issues which are not achievable at the 
present time (who is responsible) 

Key Actions and project ideas to take 
forward 

• The idea of a purpose built
shed/container has been researched
and discussed by Council but not yet
endorsed.

• Employment of youth worker - STC
scheduled to review this in 6
months/a year following last
October’s decision.  Other
possibilities being explored.

• Setting up of a proper Youth Council
(4 comments) – Refer to STC to
consider re-instating.

• Present Scout hut has recently
renewed its lease.

• Visit West Bay playground (0 – 90)
for ideas to improve facilities.

• Love Somerton have organised very
successful May Day event – more to
follow!

• Viaduct has offered to host a ‘youth
page’ to publicise activities and
events

• Encourage communication with young
people perhaps through social media

• Research idea of community
garden/allotment space to encourage
mixing of young and not so young in
mutual activity and skill mixing.

• Accessibility for all in
playgrounds/sports  -  STC and
Recreation Ground
Trust/Management Committee to
consider

• Research needed to improve
communication pathways

• Activities to encourage age mix to
promote respect and understanding
eg Community Garden/ enable young
people to get involved in Community
Plan

• Skate Park competitions – ( ?Love
Somerton/ STC to organise as the
Skate Park is managed by the Town
Council)

• Ask STC if they could liaise with
young people re litter-picking when it
is planned?

• Explore possibility of occasional
events such as disco/table-
tennis/book club if facilities and
adequate supervision available.



THEME A  – a wonderful place to LIVE – 3.GREEN SPACES AND LEISURE 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in 
Progress 

Green Spaces 
• Reduce density of future developments and

ensure that green spaces are included and
maintained.

• Ensure that landscaping within new
developments enhances the environment and
encourages wildlife and preserves green spaces
where possible.

• Appropriate species of trees and landscaping
should be chosen to mitigate the loss of trees
within developments.

• 11 comments in all about trees! More tree
planting to be encouraged perhaps along
pavements where feasible.

• Create a green area/park/public garden for
quiet/pleasure/relaxation in the centre of
town to encourage walking and provide peaceful
space (3 comments)

• Safer footpaths along busy roads with hedges,
and better sign-posting of paths requested.

• Recreation Ground currently a wind trap and
lacking in trees for shelter and shaded
areas, both for sport and young families (4
comments)

• The current Recreation Ground area should
remain intact and be protected and
enhanced.(4 comments)

• Better light control within the area

• Children’s Royal Oak tree
Project completed for the
Queen’s 90th birthday year
in 2016.

• A Community tree planting
project including the schools
is planned for the Autumn
on the Recreation Ground
with SSDC Tree Officer

• The development of David
Wilson Homes beside the
Recreation Ground is
scheduled to include a
wildlife/amenity area in the
southern section of the plot,
which on the plans, includes
a few Oak trees

• Concerns and suggestions
about the preservation and
improvement of green
spaces in the town will be
incorporated in the Vision
Design Statement (VDS)

• A shelter for quiet
reflection has been created
in the Cemetery by STC.

Community Garden and links 
• Prayer Garden at St Michaels
• Allotments for local groups/schools to promote

skills for children
• Community Garden to bring the older and

younger generations together growing veg and
flowers (2 comments)

• Garden/park area for
relaxation/peace/reading etc needed at
eastern end of town

• Ideas for a garden area for
relaxing/quiet/community
use within the centre of
town are being explored

• Ideas for a community
garden to encourage all
abilities/mixing of
generations also considered
within VDS



THEME A  – a wonderful place to LIVE – 3.GREEN SPACES 

Aspirational ideas to consider over 
next 5 yrs/Issues which are not 
achievable at the present time (who is 
responsible) 

Key Actions and Project ideas to take 
forward 

• Planting alongside pavements has
to be in consultation with
Highways and STC to ensure
public safety

• Landscaping plans are available
prior to or during the formal
application on the SSDC web-site
and can be commented on by
individuals via e-mail or letter
to the Planning Dept at SSDC
and are publicised within the
planning application, before a
final decision is made.  This is if
they are submitted before the
deadline!

• Lighting can be commented on and
suggestions forwarded to
Highways Dept at SCC

• Ensuring that the Community Tree
Planting Project is well supported by the
community

• Encourage the planting of trees within
and around the town to enhance the
beauty of the town

• Ensure that the feedback from the
community with regard to green spaces is
accurately represented in the Vision
Design Statement so that
planners/developers consider the wishes
of the Community and are able to
incorporate them within reason.

• Ensure that ‘Green Corridors’ to
protect/facilitate movement of  wildlife
are maintained according to the Local
Plan published last year

• Encourage the provision of swift and bat
boxes within new developments.

• Encourage the work of local groups within
the town that promote the town’s
history, well-being and natural history

• Encourage members of the community to
participate in managing their ‘local’ green
space in conjunction with STC and SSDC.

• Allotment space can be expensive
to obtain unless donated.  David
Wilson Homes did offer to
provide allotments within their
amenity area but it was felt too
far out for universal access

• Improve links with natural history
organisations such as Somerset Wildlife
Trust /with schools/local groups to
protect and maintain green spaces

• Visit Crowcombe Recreation Ground for
ideas of wild areas bridges etc

• Encourage links between schools and the
community to plan for all-age Community
Garden. ?Love Somerton



THEME A – A wonderful place to LIVE – 4.GETTING AROUND SOMERTON 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Parking: 

• New car parking well used and
popular, though some concerns
voiced about traffic flow within the
different areas re safety.

• Concerns raised about parking =
obstructed vision along Sutton
Road (3 comments)

• Increased hours for Parking Attendant
• New parking spaces now created by

STC/SSDC

One Way System 
• There were 23 comments in favour

of this.
• Concerns re the effects on local

businesses

• SCC (Somerset County Council) are in
the process of a full investigation for a
One-Way system and their results will
come back to Somerton for Public
Consultation

Traffic Flow and Transport 
• Hop-on / hop-off small transport

between Somerton and Langport
• Request for 7.5 tonne weight limit

at northern end of North Street
• Request for more prominent 30mph

And 20mph signage throughout
town

• SCC Highways have plans in place to
reduce speeding and enable safer
traffic flow along Behind Berry

Footpaths and Amenities 
• Clearer marking of footpaths

and more easily visible mapping
of footpaths in and around the
town would encourage greater
use

• Accessibility for pushchairs and
wheelchairs requires reviewing

• Requests for marked Cycle
paths/Routes (3 comments)

• We have a Parish Footpath Liaison
Officer who responds to concerns
readily

• Access & Highways Committee can
be notified of concerns or contact
Highways at SCC (Somerset County
Council) direct.



THEME A – A wonderful place to LIVE – 4.GETTING AROUND SOMERTON 

Aspirational Ideas to consider over next 
5yrs / Issues which are not achievable 
at the present time (who is responsible) 

Key Actions and Project Ideas to take 
forward and research 

• Residents parking permits in Broad
Street area.

• White line markings for parking in
Broad Street

   (SCC – Highways) 
• Suggestion to ‘Herring-Bone’ the

new parking bays to facilitate
access and exit more safely. ( STC
A & H )

• New car park and car park flow to be
reviewed by Access & Highways
Committee later this year.

• Car parking arrangements in general
are due to be reviewed in the future by
STC.

• Suggestions to
pedestrianise/restrict usage of
West Street etc can be put
forward by individuals within the
Public Consultation by SCC

• Public Consultation will take place when
SCC have submitted their draft plans
for a One Way System.

The following suggestions can be put 
forward to Highways SCC/ STC A & H: 

• speed bumps on every entrance to
town

• a traffic lights system at junction
Pesters Lane/West St/Brunel
exit(2)

• Zebra Crossing opposite Cemetery
along Behind Berry

• Many of these issues may be resolved
through the Public Consultation about
the One-way system.

• SCC Highways have plans in place to
moderate the traffic flow along Behind
Berry.

• Hop-on, Hop-off transport needs
research.

• Accessibility and facilities for
wheelchair users are also being
considered within Theme A -
Community Facilities.

• There were 3 requests for
wider pavements which are
difficult to alter in the Centre
of Town, which was built and
designed pre motor
vehicle/buses (SCC Highways)

• Request for more seating in the Market
Square – A & H Committee?

• Request to SBTA (Somerton Business
and Trades Association) to ‘borrow’ and
modify the map of Somerton to
highlight the public footpaths?

• Research is required for the feasibility
of creating/mapping Cycle Routes for
the future.



    THEME B – a town with a bright FUTURE – 1.HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Housing 

• Concerns to limit further housing
particularly no more huge
developments (2 comments)

• Concerns regarding
infrastructure – now felt to be
critical  -  to support the new
housing (2 comments)

• Encourage more affordable
housing for young people/single
households and Starter Homes
(2 comments)

• More bungalows suggested within
developments

• Town becoming ‘off balance’ with
all new housing at western end

• Form of development a concern
at school site and old cricket
pitch site, when new school built.
Suggest single storey only.

• Pick ‘fights’ carefully with
Planning? Ie accept but with
more stringent
restrictions/amendments

• Oppose any further 2.5 and 3
storey housing, the impact of the
new Wessex House is too
overwhelming

• S106 monies needs to be utilised
in Somerton not elsewhere

• Retain existing footprint of
Recreation Ground and prohibit
any housing development on that
site

• Plans for a new school still in
progress

• Drainage problems remain a concern
to community but being addressed
by individual developers and
monitored by STC Planning
Committee.

• A Vision Design Statement which
documents the community
preferences/concerns, is included
as part of this updated Community
Plan which will be presented to
future developers before planning
permission is sought

• The Conservation Area is
undergoing review by SSDC with
some additions being considered



THEME B - 1.HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Aspirational ideas to consider over next 
5 yrs / Issues which are not achievable 
at the present time ( who is responsible) 

Key Actions and projects to take forward 
and research 

• Government driven remit to build
more houses (SCC)

• With Hinkley Point within 40 min
drive = Govt push for more housing!

• Infrastructural needs assessed by
Local Authority (SSDC and SCC)

• Sizes and proportion of affordable
housing/bungalows within a
development determined between
SSDC and developers with input
from STC

• The housing allocations/direction of
growth for Somerton have been
fulfilled as part of the current
Local Plan

• The current housing targets have
now been met by Somerton, however
the Town is still under pressure to
accommodate further housing
development within Govt directives

• Ensure the Community has a better
understanding of how the planning
process works and encourage more
involvement ?STC

• A Vision Design Statement is part of
this Plan and will require adoption by
STC and SSDC to ensure developers
are fully aware of the needs and
aspirations of the Community

• Encourage Community feedback to this
Plan and the VDS

• Once adopted, the Plan and VDS will
need to be monitored and updated by
the Steering Group as necessary to
ensure progress is made and ideas
explored.

• Encourage active
involvement/discussions and
negotiations at a the earliest possible
stage with the Planning Dept at SSDC



THEME B – a town with a bright FUTURE – 2.BUSINESS 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Business 
• Encourage more shop or smaller more

affordable ones(see also Theme C -
Tourism)

• Growth to the west could detract from
Somerton Town Centre and the shops
there

• Need to provide incentives for
businesses

• Better communication needed to
establish business needs such as
recruitment

• Encourage new retailers with reduced
rates and rents

• Trading estates encourage job growth
and improve local economy

• Mixed responses regarding
Supermarkets – see Theme C Tourism.

• General approval of existing
supermarket which uses local suppliers
and is very friendly

• Expand/extend usage of existing
shops/facilities – see Theme C Tourism

• Opening hours could be extended – see
Theme C Tourism

• Develop/discuss local rail links

• A thriving Somerton Business and
Trades Association meets regularly
to support existing and new
businesses and produces a
Directory of Local Services and
Businesses.

• Love Somerton is liaising with other
organisations to promote and
enhance the town and in the process
support local business

• The shops along West Street are
scheduled for refurbishment and
development with flats above –
progress difficult to establish at
the moment

• A few businesses are opening later
on Wednesdays and Saturday
afternoons and thus increasing the
footfall

• One-way system in process of
assessment by SCC Highways



THEME B – a town with a bright FUTURE – 2.BUSINESS 

Aspirational Ideas to consider over next 
5 yrs / Issues which are not achievable 
at the present time (who is responsible) 

Key Actions and projects to take forward 
and research 

• SSDC is currently offering reduced
‘set-up’ Rates for new businesses
for a fixed period

• Research needed into viability of
enterprise units.

• Rents are set by local landlords
• Discussions about improved local rail

links is an on-going issue which has
its own organisation and lobby
supported by the local MP

• Encourage better communication
between businesses/ Love Somerton
and STC

• Promote and develop existing links
between SBTA and STC

• Support growth of new trading estates
– STC planning support

• Protect and encourage use of our
existing local shops and businesses,
without them the Heart of the town
will diminish!

• Plans for the new school will enliven the
town

• Improve communication links and
accessibility of information – STC
Promotion & Communications Committee
( P & C) and Somerton Town Web-site -
www.somerton.co.uk

• Encourage innovative ideas such as
‘Enterprise Units’

• Protect the existing free parking
facilities within the town

http://www.somerton.co.uk/


THEME B – a town with a bright FUTURE – 3.SPORTS AND LEISURE 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Recreation Ground 

• Concerns about selling part of
Recreation  Ground (4 comments)

• Protect and maintain existing area
• Suggest a Somerton Park Run (as at

Montacute and elsewhere)
• Provide a wider range of exercise

activities to cater for a wider age
range eg Outdoor Gym?

• Trees needed for wind protection and
shade

• Provision of cycle paths requested
• Could we have a sandpit for younger

children with diggers/sand equipment?
• Request to increase usage/availability

of Sports Club facilities

• Facilities/opportunities for younger
members being explored by ‘Love
Somerton’

• Tree planting planned for the
Autumn

• Amenity Area including play area
scheduled as part of new
development adjacent to Recreation
Ground.

• ‘Boot Camp’ Fitness sessions now
held regularly on the Recreation
Ground

Sports 
• Encourage more sports for women such

as hockey and football
• Could an Athletics Club be formed?
• The young people wish to have

improvements made to the Skate Park
to improve safety and free access to
both skilled skaters and the younger
less skilled skaters

• There are plans for a women’s
and/or girl’s Rugby team to be
formed

• A Rounders group has recently
started up on Thursday evenings on
the  Recreation Ground

• Informal baseball and junior
football training occurs on the
MUGA

Facilities 
• Facilities for walkers in and around the

town could be improved to promote
good health

• Accessibility for walkers/cyclists/the
elderly and young families to the
recreational facilities

• Provision of signed cycle routes
• Play equipment should include items for

the less able such as Sensory
equipment and be easily accessible to
disabled members of the community –
young and not so young.

• All the play equipment in each of
the existing Play areas is regularly
inspected and maintained by the
Land & Properties Committee of
STC with yearly inspections also by
SSDC where appropriate.

• Street/footpath lighting provision,
repairs and upkeep are the
responsibility of Highways SSC and
the Planning Committee of STC and
are maintained in keeping with
existing street scene/ambience



THEME B –  a town with a bright FUTURE – 3.SPORTS AND LEISURE 

Aspirational Ideas to consider over next 5 
yrs / Issues which are not achievable at 
the present time (who is responsible 

Key Actions and project ideas to take 
forward 

• Spa retreat for mums – private
enterprise?

• Ideas for improvements/extra
provision eg sandpit, cycle path can be
submitted initially to the Recreation
Ground Management Committee for
consideration within the 5 year plan

• Research needed with Recreation
Ground Trust/Management
Committee re feasibility of Fun Run

• A private individual did offer to
fund  outdoor table tennis on the
Recreation Ground – refer to
Trust/Management committee

• Individuals would need to evaluate
support for an athletics club and
present to Management Committee

• Ideas for women’s sports –
football/hockey can be submitted to
Management Committee for
consideration within 5 year plan

• Recent proposals for improving the
MUGA by re-defining the different
pitch markings could be considered to
encourage use within the 5 year plan -
Rec. Gnd Management Committee
(RGMC)

• Encourage/foster means of
communication with Management
Committee and Trust to facilitate
and build on ideas put forward by
the community? At the AGM in June
each year.

• Work with the young people to
produce a plan to improve the Skate
Park to submit to STC for
consideration. Liaise with Wessex
Junior Youth Club/Schools?

• Arrange a skating competition? STC
in conjunction with youth
groups/Love Somerton.

• Ideas for improved facilities and
accessibility can be submitted to
Access & Highways/ Land & Property
Committees of STC for consideration

• Concerns re light control can be
forwarded to the Recreation Ground
Management Committee

• Research possibilities for improved
facilities via STC/Love Somerton/
local groups

• Request a Footpath Map for the
town and surrounding areas to
include accessibility?



THEME C - A Great Place to VISIT – 1.MORE EVENTS AND THINGS TO DO IN 
SOMERTON  

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Publicity 

• Better publicity requested
• Use Sentinel to pass on

information/publicity
• Larger notices - ?outside LIC
• Expand input from STC in

Viaduct and include articles eg
Gardening

• Better publicity for events at
the Buttercross

• Better use of local press like
The Western Gazette

• Extend current excellent signage
to promote facilities in town.

• New Digital Notice Board beside new
car park being researched by P & C
Committee.

• Ideas for Social Media to be used to
expand Publicity discussed at P & C
meetings

• Possibility of inclusion in ‘Visit
Somerset’’ web-site being explored by
P & C Committee

• There is an excellent new Tourist
Town Map being distributed.

• Informative publications such as the
Somerton News, Somerton Shops and
Services Directory are distributed to
each household

Events 
• Candlelit Christmas Market – (6

comments received about
Christmas Market)

• More family events e.g. Nature
rambles, quizzes, creative
activities etc for ALL ages

• Expansion of current successful
Arts Events

• Big Monthly Market
• Increase use of the Square for

markets and events
• Activities to encourage adults

and children to mix – promote
respect and understanding

• Encourage events/ideas/projects
that build on the wonderful
Community spirit that is so
evident at Remembrance Sunday

• A very successful May Fair (2
comments) has been re-introduced by
Love Somerton (LS) this year.

• Research into Big Monthly
Market(LS)

• Monthly quizzes plus dinner –
research? (The Sports Club currently
run regular quizzes)

• There are existing regular events
such as the Victorian Christmas
Fayre, The Arts Festival, Drama
Productions and the Panto

• Regular craft sessions take place in
Brunel Precinct and West Street
businesses

• Regular Knitters Corner at Sports
Club

Library 
• Encourage use of Library

• Regular Puzzle Swapping sessions are
held in Library



THEME C - A Great Place to VISIT – 1.MORE EVENTS AND THINGS TO DO IN 
SOMERTON   

Aspirational Ideas to consider over 
next 5 yrs / Issues which are not 
achievable at the present time (who 
is responsible) 

Key Actions and Project Ideas to take 
forward and research 

• Open up Somerton for use as a
Film Venue

• Research required to look into this
possibility and bring back to
Community Group/Love
Somerton/STC

• Bonfire in the Square (Health
and Safety concerns plus Risk
Factors?)

• Spa retreat – individual
organisation required

• Fun Bike Ride –? Access &
Highways Committee plus Love
Somerton?

• Expansion of Markets in Square
– research legislation (STC)

• Idea of ‘Pop-Up’ shops/cafes and
of shared premises – STC and
SBTA (Somerton Business and
Trades Association) to explore
with new SSDC (South Somerset
District Council) offer of
reduced business rates for new
business

• Candlelit Christmas Market (6 
comments) – Love Somerton in process
of  liaising and re-organising this event

• Family Activities – Nature Rambles, 
Creative and Exercise activities for all
ages plus competitions – (LS)

• Expand Arts Festival to include family 
friendly workshops (3 comments)
Check out‘Take Art’ leaflet and
research with Committee?

• Fun Bike ride – research with A & H 
Committee plus ‘Love Somerton?

• Expand Arts Week – Live art, 
competitions, and auction of art works
- (Arts Clubs/Committee?)

• SSDC have introduced lower business 
Rates for new businesses this year –
research needed so that Somerton 
does not miss out on the opportunity!

Encourage use of Library – ‘use it or 
lose it’ 

Liaise with Somerton Library Trust to
explore ideas to encourage footfall

Liaise with Somerton Library Trust to 
explore ideas to encourage footfall



THEME C – A Great Place to VISIT – 2.TOURISM AND RETAIL THERAPY 

Key Issues from Feedback Issues achieved so far or in Progress 
Shop opening times/use of shops 

• Encourage shops to stay open on
Wednesdays and Saturdays

• Slight controversy over subject of
supermarkets – local shops vs. big
brand supermarkets

• Empty shops unused for so long(4
comments)

• Encourage different retail options
to encourage competition and
stimulate interest in the Centre of
town.

• Parking discussed in Theme A –
(Getting around Somerton)

• Utilise one of the empty shops for
computer centre.

• The Town has access to 3
Independent Computer Support
facilities within the Town.

• Libraries, CA (Tuesday mornings at
West St Church), both have IT
facilities available to the public.

• SSDC (South Somerset District
Council) are offering reduced
Business Rates to new
businesses/start-up – research
required.

• Empty West St shops under planning
for improvements/rebuild

• New Town Map being distributed to
Tourist Outlets

• Open access craft sessions now being
held regularly in Old Town Hall and in
local businesses.

Vision for Somerton – Culture and 
Tourism – ( 4 comments) 

• Promote Somerton as a ‘Green Town’
• Maintain interest in preservation of

the Heart of the Town
• Launching Somerton as a

progressive place which, whilst
remaining firmly rooted within its
rich historical past, is dynamic and
green in its outlook to the future.

• Creating a clear vision of how
Somerton is marketed e.g. a ‘Place
to Browse’ as a pleasure.

• The ‘Swathe of Tarmac’ from the
new car park to the car park beside
the Church could benefit from more
landscaping/ flowers and other
features such as sculptures which
could be temporary.

• The Historic Buildings Association in
Somerton can be contacted for advice
and guidance.

• The Vision Design Statement will
include recommendations regarding
desirable planning and green Issues as
raised in the public feedback.

• There is a History Trail document
kept in the LIC.

• Currently a local resident kindly keeps
the stone tubs around the Market
Square filled with seasonal flowers,
making an attractive display all year
round and is much appreciated.

• The Market Square has been recently
enhanced by cleaning and upgrading
works by STC



THEME C – A Great Place to VISIT – 2.TOURISM AND RETAIL THERAPY 

Aspirational ideas to consider over next 
5 yrs / Issues which are not achievable 
at the present time (who is responsible) 

Key Actions and Project Ideas to take 
forward and research 

• Improved Street Lighting in Market
Square might affect ambience of
historic Centre, but could be
investigated as temporary measure
for specific events (Highways SCC/
STC)

• Shops with additional facilities such
as interactive experiences e.g.
craft/cooking and sharing skills.

• And /or a Community Hub in which
materials could be paid for, in
return for making/producing
finished article under the guidance
of an expert/professional.  This
could be for suitable activities such
as art/craft/cooking for families/all
ages.

• Refer back to SBTA (Somerton
Business and Trades Association) re
opening hours

• Project to encourage realistic and
sustainable retailing by research into
alternative ways to utilise shops –
pop-up shops/shared usage? STC and
SBTA?

• Research project to explore the ideas
listed in ‘Aspirational column’ as a
Community Project (as there were 3
comments in the feedback suggesting
these).

• Liaise with SBTA and STC and look
elsewhere – Langport, Frome -  for
new ideas (Book Shop with café etc)

• More cultural food outlets/eating
facilities

• Café/coffee shop with additional
facilities –  eg Wi-Fi

• Funding available from
www.fundingcentral.org.uk for
restoration projects – research
required, liaise with SHBA(Somerton
Historic Buildings Association)

• Research History/Town Walk as a
Board/ Card Activity for families/all
age use, available in the LIC/or
centrally – Revisit History Trail
(copies available at LIC) -  with
Certificate/badge as award for
completion.

• Build on current floral planting and
trees in Centre to enhance the
environment. Explore ideas for other
features such as sculptures,
temporary installations to soften the
impact of extended tarmac.

http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/


Somerton Vision Design Statement 2017 

The purpose of the Statement is to set down principles based on the distinctive local 
character of Somerton, to ensure that any new development is compatible with this 

character. 
It has been prepared by and for the community of Somerton following an extensive 

period of public meetings and consultation. 
The document is intended to manage change and influence future developments in a 

positive and enhancing way. 

Town Context and Character 

Somerton is a picturesque market town listed in the Domesday Book of 1086.  Its 
medieval street pattern survives with the 2 original main streets – Broad Street and 

West Street – meeting in the historic Market Square centred around the 
Buttercross and the Old Town Hall. 

The majority of the buildings within the Town are of local Blue Lias stone which is 
quarried nearby, many of which date back centuries: a large proportion of this area 

is designated a Conservation Area with many listed buildings throughout. 

New buildings which have been ‘in-filled’ have, in the most part blended in well.  
However the new major housing estates in progress to the western edge of town 

mirror ‘new builds’ everywhere else countrywide, with little reflection of local 
distinctiveness. 

Somerton has been populated for some 2000 years, being well sited on a ridge 
overlooking the river Cary valley to the North and the narrower cutting of the Mill 

Stream to the South, into which flows the storm water drainage for the entire 
Town. 

IN SUMMARY THIS STATEMENT IS INTENDED TO ESTABLISH SOMERTON 
AS A PROGRESSIVE PLACE WHICH, WHILST REMAINING FIRMLY ROOTED IN 
ITS RICH HISTORICAL PAST, IS DYNAMIC AND GREEN IN ITS OUTLOOK TO 

THE FUTURE 



GUIDELINES FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT 

WHEN CONSIDERING FUTURE DEVELOPMENT, THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 

Aim:  New housing developments should reflect the needs of the local population 
both for existing and future residents whilst remaining sympathetic to the 
environment and in keeping with existing properties 

Recommendations: 
• Within new developments there must be an acceptable proportion of

affordable housing for younger people and families to maintain a healthy
population balance

• Ensure that all new developments are environmentally friendly
• Height and/or mass of new buildings should be sympathetic and not affect or

conceal historical views in and out of the Conservation Area.
• Any new developments should not restrict important distant and roofscape

views or to be dominant over existing properties.
• New developments on the approaches to the town should achieve an attractive

entrance to the town through a combination of well designed buildings and
high quality landscaping.

• New housing development should provide a mix of densities, dwelling types and
design to provide visual contrast and to create a mixed and balanced
community – i.e.  An acceptable proportion of affordable housing for younger
people and families, and a reasonable proportion of bungalows and 1 to 2 bed
homes for the less able members of the community who wish to downsize.

• Developers should incorporate local design characteristics.
• The height and scale of all new developments should be well-related to its

location in respect of existing built form, landscape features and physical
setting.

• Care must be taken in selecting all building materials used in new development
to ensure they are compatible with the surroundings.  Materials such as Blue
Lias stone and red clay tiles are typical of the historic core.

• New developments shall recognise the importance of pedestrian and cycle
movements and should provide public footpaths/cycle paths wherever possible
and to line these with trees and grass where feasible.

• New developments shall ensure that there is adequate access for refuse
collectors and emergency services.

• The majority of the properties in the town are 2 storeys and this pattern
should be followed as this suits the population demographic.

• The possibility of creating Community Land Trusts should be explored to
enable a healthy population balance.



Aim: To ensure the existing infrastructures are able to support each new 
development or be improved upon to enable them to do so. 

Recommendations: 
• Developers should ensure that the existing infrastructures and services such

as health services, schools and local transport can support the number of new
houses planned

• If existing infrastructures are deemed inadequate, provision must be made to
expand these to support the increased population and maintain a healthy and
thriving town.

• Pedestrian access both into new developments and from there to the town and
its services must be properly assessed and provided for.

• Vehicular access to any new development should be adequate and
consider the pre-existing layout of the neighbourhood

• There must be adequate and safe parking allowed for, which does not impede
road safety.

Drainage: 
• Drainage impact must be sufficiently researched to ensure that the current

capacity can accommodate the increase in flow
• If pumping systems are installed, developers must ensure that the on-going

maintenance is the responsibility of a recognised organisation who will remain
accountable.

• Drainage issues and concerns must be taken into account by developers who
will need to consider holistically the effects of the increased surface and
storm water drainage on the whole town.  In particular this includes the
capacity of the Mill Stream, which is the only depository for the town’s ‘grey
water’, to disperse the extra flow under all climatic conditions.

• Recent history shows that drainage issues and concerns must be taken into
consideration fully in any additional development planned.



Aim: To protect the existing attributes of the town and maintain a healthy balance 
between positive progress and an environment which promotes good health and well-
being 

Recommendations: 
• Continue to support the vitality and viability of existing local businesses and

encourage new businesses both in the town and on the local business estates
• Promote Somerton as a good place to do business
• Preserve all the existing areas of free parking
• Implement a one-way system for West Street to make the area safe for

pedestrians and improve traffic flow which, in turn, may attract more people
to the town

• Maintain the existing footprint of the Recreation Ground to ensure access for
all abilities and thereby prevent any housing development on the site

• Ensure that there are suitable recreational facilities for all the community
and enhance that which is currently available

• Ensure that any new development incorporates suitable green areas and
landscaping, utilising appropriate species which will thrive in the local
conditions

• New developments should increase local tree cover by judicious planting of
native species where appropriate and to provide shade and shelter alongside
public footpaths and recreational areas.

• Where deemed necessary within the local environmental policy as part of the
Local Plan, green corridors shall be incorporated between developments.  Also
the provision of bat boxes and swift boxes etc shall be incorporated within all
new developments according to the environmental policy

• The need for a park area/ community garden/quiet green space has been
raised by the public within the central/eastern edges of the town and must be
incorporated in any future development plans.

• Thus, where development is a future possibility on existing green spaces in
this or other areas of the town, for example on the old cricket pitch which is
cherished by members of the public, a small Community Garden area should be
incorporated and existing tree cover maintained where possible.  This would
acknowledge the community concerns expressed in the Plan, and provide an
opportunity for the generations to work together to create a much needed
small garden space for all to enjoy.

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS CAN BE ADOPTED AS A SUPPLEMENTARY 
PLANNING DOCUMENT WHICH ENABLES IT TO BE A MATERIAL 

CONSIDERATION IN DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND 
PROVIDING ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE TO BUILDERS, DEVELOPERS, 

ARCHITECTS, STATUTORY AUTHORITIES AND THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 



For your comments and feed back - Thank you
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